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packed as full of guns as could be conveniently
arranged, and they had to carry as big a load of
ammunition as space and weight considerations
would allow and as the balance between fuel load
and fire power made advisable. Ability to man-
oeuvre had to be remembered. Take-off and landing
speeds had to be borne in mind. Weight would
affect all these matters unless the dimensions of the
wings were increased; and if this were done, the
speed would fall. In the compromise which has
always to be accepted, range or duration was
limited. The Spitfire has a normal range of about
600 miles; the Hurricane's is rather more and the
Messerschmitt IOQ'S about the same.
These fighters plainly could not be used to escort
bombers except on the shortest of journeys. The
fighter fit for that duty would have to be based on an
entirely different conception.   Its armament must
be no weaker, its speed must be no less, but its
carrying capacity must be much greater.   That
means that its dimensions must be somewhat bigger
and that its power must be largely increased. The
answer is the twin-engined fighter which in Ger-
many is represented by the Messerschmitt no and
in Great Britain by the Whirlwind and another type
which must not yet be mentioned,   Kt its most
economical cruising speed the Messerschmitt no
has a range of about 1,750 miles. The truth is that
the long-range fighter has many features in common
with the day bombers it may expect to escort. Take
for instance the fastest British day bomber of which
full particulars have been made public. The latest
mark of the Blenheim, with a top speed of 295
m.p.h., can carry 1,000 Ib. of bombs 1,900 miles.